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Todan we have a region which osowell on track to Euro-Ailannc integration. || The
regton s starimg to leave the bloody contlicrs of the 1990s helund and is focused on a

conmon Furopean futie

The dissolution of the Tormer Soviet Empire in Eastern Europe in 1989/90 contronted
the West with the emergence of a number of new nation states in its own backyard. all
very keen to assert their respective “national rights™ and. moreover. often ver
cthnically diverse and fragile. In the case of the former Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia. the break-up of the country saw four bloody wars fought in the following
decade. Only then did a new — albeit

still fragile  order emerge. although this had to
be closely supervised by the UNCNATOL the EUL the Organization for Seeurity and
Co-operation 1

Furope (OSCE) and several other organisations. The paramount

objective of the international community ever since has thus been o avoid any
relapses

1o violence and to stabilise the new situation i South Eastern Europe
(SR Considerable p
to the LU in 2004 Bulgaria and Romama will follow in 20072 Croata and the Former
Yugoslay Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) are now official candidates for

wembership: and most recently a Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA)
wits concluded between :E U and Albania. On the other hand. the Federation ol
Bosnia and Herzegovina is sull tar

ogress has been achicved m some respects: Slovena aceeded

rom being a stable and well-integrated state. and
the armed conflict between the Albanian minority and the Skay majority in FYRON
i 2001, as well as the recent rise of nationalism on both sides. clearly indicates th
the region has

cthnic tensions. [
question of the future of Kosove. finallv. remaims one of the most urzent and «

v means completely fost its potential

problems 1o be addressed by the mten

ional community and the govermme

directhy imvolved. Unless these ethmie and religio-cult

I predicaments are resohve

it il be impossible o transtorm the Tragife states m SEE mio stable and democrat,
hes

In spring 1999 durmg the Kosovo war, BU leaders came o an e VAN
nme need tor a coherent long-tenm approach owards then S|
Ihis new strategy was o be based on two main pillars: (1) the tanstormation ot the

It

eady planned Association Agreements with several countries mthe reyien ainto

Association and Stabilisation Agreements. with an mdividual. lone-term FL Gecession

ton |

CIOSS

perspective embedded into the larger. targeted Stabilisation and Assoc

for South Lastern Furope (SAP). s_:n: has since become the FUS mam pohoy

framework for guiding the SEE countries on their path o European and

:r.ur“,_.:j._:

(2) the creation of a new instrument for erisis preventon and peacelul cooperation i
the region  the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe (SPhow hich was Taunched
July 1999, The latter has currently reached a turning point: is planned transtormation
into a more regionally owned new Cooperation Council.

This paper examines whether the Stability Pact has proven 1o be a successiul
instrument for stabilising a region as fragile and ethnically. religiously and culturally
diverse as SEE. The first section provides a brief overview ol both the history and the
organisation of the SP. The second section includes the Stabilisation and Association
Process in the analvsis in order to determine the relationship of the SP to the SAP
within the twofold stabilisation strategy adopted by the EU for the region. In this
context. the cn

ial issue of donor coordination within the region needs 1o he
addressed. Additonally. the dangers for SEE that could arise from the direct ik

hetween the stabilisation process and prospective membership ol the U e

amined. The third section then looks at the German contribution to the SPand the

u._:..c:?. development objectives pursued by the German government with regard Lo
St

dev elopment organisations, the Deutsche Gesellschalt fur Technische Zusammeni irhett

‘urthermore. it describes the activities of the two main German governimental

(GT7) and the KW development bank. The final section presents some conelusions

as well as the most reeent developments towards greater regional ownership ol this
process. a process that is likely 10 end with the transtormation of the 8P nto i nes

entity.

/. The Stabilin Pact for South Eastern Furope

Cict
1w 199Y,

The mtiative tor esk the SP owas tormally ado

presidency of the FU at the Baropean Counell

1 Cologne on 10

officially launched the fo ¢ month m Saragevo. The Pact’s mam objectives are to

sstrenethen the countries i South LFaste

Furope i thewr efforts o foster p

&

democracy. respeet for human rights and cconomie prosperitv. m order to - chicve




MMy G o ooy

i e Wy N | ' PRERY} ATARTEY .
paoaaad o fiew RHIRT APy ey PR AN A S HTSITTTRTY
P2 SO S RIS WUOT] IR0y fo Uone das 2 w2 Goo U pue T pOaT 6661

oSt aowod  Caoeua

Uroeneod o uroA asead paaiasu _w:..; DNRIDOWdP Aolua

WO STUALILDAOT [PUONPE ([ 00iian o) ue aaepd uaym sey A0 IO SPIE O]
e TR § T i £

AU HGES ARy STUDWHLISUTL pUR sasnen asay

idopaap o

/___ 3 U A B S

RO FUNOA Y

[V

O 3 ) e S udSSE ayl

i t..:._:

pur ddoni o

Yl Y1 P

BRI I R ::___,.qu_::.a Syl

e I."Q__._ BISEY RN SO

alpnuipland

SoanAlgo amng uiew

vl uoppe
AL O AU CPAYSTYRISD HIG DAY SILIUNOD WUMATHP LLLO ] Ut t_:_ R RIGURIN

HAD ML AR TR A :,_2%_..:._ pur Pa

SUDILE UAAG DRI SALHUNOY s U squatueaed
U P ,J___ __.J.),:.JL e .,.ﬂ__:,) ﬁ:_—. .74 /..JZ,J_.J_.:.J .J:._J.J..;_._u_.v ..;: /.J/_._PJ..C__.__
ARALL 01 SYURY ] CAUOR G(OT 0] PANPAYDS UG AR SHDAD 2831 O SUIYL uey)
AIOT TSNS ] ] WAL (5 ) e o siaguiatt pui i uaawiag pue uorial

woaneuasadal Suowe sEunadur nueipdamut jo

DU U SOLIUNOD WD

vy ostmprd S Uad wIAg RUIO WD PUE UOIRI0GR] 0D

L

Spsauatn frd o Supudap pur aunuasaadal afigw siuawiu 200
i P

st uonaadoo y smuDwieiaeg o o) yser gy

vooamadoon

opur saaquuat rdidundl g 10 SIS

aptaoad Ao am

AU G 0s Op o] nunuon :_ﬁ _:_: TSOLnUnGD .Jz:....JL/.J._ .:,Jf:

AIRTR TR AR (1]

Waap .)S,m

I | i
SUOHIRIOSST ASAL | SISE SIRUNjo s 1 uo sanirdidiun jo isquiny i) ¢ aaaiol

Ao RIIUSS B Arpd o1 uniag speare aaey

FULIAINT SANLOHINY {10 ] [0 HONZIDOSSY [RUONEN B AR 01 7SI0H0p s
pue

AR[IG J0 DIURISISSE AL [IEM “PAPIIIINS DALY SILIUNOD IS YL ||8 "SIvdA

A2UYL ISO] AT DAY SALOYINE [BDO] 01 ARnanund ul 2] {E20] A1 01 juauniinues

FUONS B SIS UoNEIadood 13PIOG-SS0I PUR IRIDOWAP [BI0] TUIIDEUINS
uoneadoo ) arudtuvieg puv ‘uoneiadoo )

IAPIOE]-NSOI ) PUR SIDOWAC] (RI07] IS0 NSEL 2831 JO 0 ACERARIHUTAIAR

SASTENIHT IAUKIG[IAD]P PAIDAS DUIURND SPALIG SN fanss] atpaads s Jureap

1ARA saRI0) yse A ] Sastiduoa |y Napdwon Sjauanss sneg asusjiya U0

SOU M L] BUISHILIDOWAP J0) pue sit urtuny Aunowoad 1o sonmunuoddo woau dn
i | | ol d

pauada v woy pong

apraF|og] wuonnjoaas asedd sy pur unifpirg jo gesp

21 e gad

1amod o aapsun anenowap ay | ouslpn g olurt] jo sauapud
(MW

LOYINE SPR[IIS U1 01 120gNs sew CHEOL ) JYa DNSSOJIN UBPOYUIS

QUNEDL M N PO

1S sSPWw :,:u,u._._u:p:_/. puw _J._,L‘__Jf‘ Jo __..::..._.J_#J;:Cu

AL S SO 18I0 g 1y J o u uadsoad pur aoead Sunnpun Juoigoe

(181 f.:.:::__...J.J_L moaad 1O U0 JWIEIAG ]S UL SANDEN0s ALY dnedowap
% , |

GLETDS oy HOd

U ORI DU 7SORUD PUR DDUDOEY DU Jo dpradp e 101
| EEA I

Wonig ,.:A___.Z (LIRS I RAN T I RN _:._:,:.._ I gy .J?.:.-_.:: '

m

SEAN YL Joas
HEVARNIRTIHR R T RITICNRIVIBTHURST

Jatdopa A dp PaIdajas TS et

e DT S IR 08 PRI SISO 2T AUTIHERD [ 23 TUOAas

EWO]JO] DU Uy
SRR

wod 7

Jits o pur Lpur uotpdnaon P RITRE N ?.Jf__:rr“._._

IR U A0 AUD PUI JUDUNSI AU TIPRI AN UE [RUOIEEO pue (AR

dood wepuatieaed tuon

A0 LAPIOG-RS0ID PUE AIRDOWIP [E30] 21 A0

SOO7 10 ] ST 210D JO IdQUUNG SALNUdPE [y [RUOIBEDY AL N g
SPUN | APUAAIPUT 10U SN
SUUAWA AW IDHAU SR ST D0 UYL (SOON Tsuonesid TR0 [RIUDWHLIDAOT 10U
CAUAFE TUAWAO[AAIP TSUOHESIURRIO [RUoHRIIdIUN s1aied Funuau apdun avnnadsal
LAY PADISIHLUPE. IR IO WAURL] (S dY1 i Sspotord v osana0g yser dad

VAT ISUIAFONE ASLAWON WInT Ul S| 44 S2UYL Y] CSINSSL AN pur suatadojasap

s onEadond THOHANNKUOA2T MWOEOIA TSIYTL URLINLY PHE UOHRSTEDOWAP [PUdTe
PO AP LT [0 ANSSTAAY DU 10T AISUOdSan wayn jo gana (s | W salge) IR AR

AAIYL PARALY SY DGR [RUOIRIY 2| BPUITLR S 18] A} L0 SEUR vuoud ay sauap

e S[ROUURLY SAUDAUOD G D[R] [RUOIRIY A S 21 Jo Apoy jeantod awaadne
0
anuod uednaed Sy Tung o suneE oy Tyasigg

M) Sy os| I uoinal _JL_ L s z:_._::_ wWall pun W.__:J,d/‘.. _J:::_ic:u (%1} _Jﬁﬂ

AUO I 2] O SOIRNES

paeyasy Spuasasd iowupioo y rady i HONTSIURGIO S 108 a1 o) uosiad jeions
AU YURE] PHOAY AT YL UOHRIOQRIOD UL S DY) SARUIPIOOD UOISSILIWO ) 2] |
YN 01 YsE1 2GIads i udwnasu

Jerodway, v Ajuo ag 01 papudui
s{EM(R sew pue Cdanen eanod @ ose Iaging ang UONESIURTIO [RUONRILIMUL Ut
S PIAIIIUOD DD SEA D0 DY (D10 TSSA00U uonradoo ) uradom: 1ser -y Inos Ay
“HONEIAAO0 ) DWOUON ] BIS YIL[(]) S2ANENIUL [RUOIRL U (312 (13 uawdojaaag)

puE uoNAINNSUOAAY 10] yurg urddoaniy g N Tpuny LIDUO  [RuOnRUIMU|
A NURE PHOA AUL) SUOTIMSUL [RIDURUL [RUONTEWUE CRLIHN ) RFITRN
101 IDUOISSTLO ) YR SUOHRN P2 Y 25T )H0) wawdopasag) pur voneado
S0y dMUOUON 10) uonesteal o1 adoansy jo pouno) OV LSO U
N ) AU SUONESIUETIO [BUONELIAIUL 1D 5§ ) DU TRISSy uedeg eprae))) Satnunoed

IO RIDAGS SE {288 SEUOISSHUWO ) (3] ) PUT SRS DUt ()5 21 [T 24
131 A1 01 SILOIRUTIS LAY | RIGIDS PUR RIURLIOY] "OIRAUMIUOTY " BAOP[OIN TINO A
EROLY CRURA[NG] RUIAORIZID[] PUT RIUSOE] "RIIRQIY SSaLIUNOD aauned ruoEag

autu sastdwoa s

N (IS DY AREMENS tonuaAdid SISLD wid-Euo] aisuayaidwon

BOIw S Ut Adjod uonuaainiu SISLS aAnaead Aot csnopaaad ap oepdag

01 CHURLON [RUONETU 21 < 1dane snouas 1sit g1 siuasaidar sngi g 24
SIS DOURJIV -0 OSSR Rapiapul

U o AL AIUTAPE 0] s

JM SR ...__.C__h...: DO D /.___ s




Hlowever, despite the ceneral improvement

mctionimy ol

msihiuhens, the _4_,:‘_:..._ count

oo sl have to mtensiiy then retorm ettorts
i the tields of electoral Taw. public admi

vistration. the judical system as w ell as the

police services Ihere still remains much o be done in order to ensure Jasting peace
and stabilin in SEE. and recent anrest in FYROM and of course the unresolved

problem of the status of Kosovo serve as serious reminders ol this Tact

|0 Workipg fuble 17 Eeonamic Reconstruction.
Cooperalion and Developmient”

Ihe second W of the SP deals w ith the promotion of cconom erowth and prosperity
in SEE. The mstruments applied by its mwelve task forees tocus on the development
and implementation of regional strategies  regarding infrastructure. trade and
investment, and also mclude measures 1o ensure that economic reforms are fanked by

dequate social policies.' This section briefly examines the key sectors of energy and
wade. The former is an excellent example of the significant difference effective
regional coopert tion within the SP can make. In October 2005 a major breakthrough
was achicved with the signing of an Energy Treaty between the EU and nine SP
na

wer countries in SEE. thus creating the legal framew ork tor a fully integrated
cnergy market

Another s

objective of W 11 s the reduction of trade barners In this process

the SP has E:.x.r,; a central tole: under the auspices of the SP Trade Working Group

CTW G and based ona Vemorandum of Understanding from June 2001 the nine

SEE partner countres |

ve finalised and enacted no Jeas than thirty-one Iree trads

Qg

cements (FTA) The FTAS foresee a gradual tow cring of tantis: by 2008, rade n
industrial goods m the region <hould be fully liberalised. Moreover. in April 2006 the
SIL Prime Ministers and the Special Representative ol the UN Seeretary-General n
K oson o initiated negotiations for a single FTA through the simultaneous enlargement
and amendment of the Central {urope Free Trade At ement (CEFTAY The new

regime will inelude modern trade policy provisions on competition rules and state

ad. wovernment procurement and the protection “intellectual property

w s the R

1 ~the process ol d
Alrcady

see Commission ol the Turopean Connmunities (20030

November 200581
Reoional T neres M | ah P T
g { [ N s '
wosg 14l € ol 1 I iy " §
{ vt Capnacrakn
\ ' il i 15 Huant R v
i | L TE! Koy 1ol o kg oay it il i W

oduction ol the SP o 198N e ross th

Faer s mic Wor

seiwern e and 3o cach vear These o U rates aad

whole has average

Attributed o post-conthet and post-depression fecovery. and parthy to lowe political
risks and mmproved opportuntities for trade and myestment. v posilive st
moreover the tact that financing through aid (which s decreasimg Anvw N ) s

mereasingly bemg substituted by foreign imvestment Overall, the countries have

RIS

suceeeded morestructuring their torel
14

) debts and entering o private

markets.

ances. such

Yet SEE contmues o struggle with stgnificant macrocconomic nnb

wl e

ever-widening goods trade deficits. Though the positive trends i growth
have influenced the labour markets. the key problems are the external imbalanees

trade and current account deficits — and, even more important, high and persistent
unemployment rates. A further major problem is the unegual pace of ceonomic
progress within SEE. for example in Montenegro and in the Serbian Republic within
Bosnia and Herzegovina. Some subregions have profited more from  trade
liberalisation than others.” As a result of the limited size of the countries and the

fragmentation of the economic space in SEE. progress in vital ceonomic Issues such
as energy and trade can only be achieved by intensive regional cooperation. ulumately
aiming at reconnecting this area with the EL and 1t netghbourng states T lence. by
its very nature. the SP oremains both an apt and 4 necessary means for nproving

general ceonumiv and commercial conditions i QL1 and theretore Tor stabilsm the

fragile states i that region.

1.3 kg Toable B “Seoaid [ostios

W 1 is responsible tor guestions ot both internal caternal seeurity. Fhs s

reflected b

IS Organisation Inte two sub-tables, cach m turn consisting o1 tour lask
forces.!” The WT aims 1o create @ stable security environment in the region and 1o
promote cooperation on migration Issucs as We | as to fight organised crime and

corruption. fmproving the security situation SEE is mdeed a central precondiion

1o re-estabhishment ol state

for the development of long-term confidence and trust. !
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| relations

Lie

The pe p between the SPand SAP was ck ftied by the L -MWestern
Balkans Sumimit i T hessalonika m 20030 when the b leaders contirmed U
complementary role o the AP Within the ~Thessalomki Agenda

asked 1o contribute o the regional cooperation component of the SAP In

Pact '~

the >P owas

s, the

SP has become a sort of a project incubator= o the SAP, linking together the two
acceding states in the region (Bulgaria and Romanial. the SEE countries and Moldova

Ihe perspective of U membership represents a strong ieentive and an indispensable

prerequisite Tor ever closer cooperation within the SP In other words: 7 The two
processes  regional cooperation and Furopean integration are nurinsice I

linked ™ Although the ove

relationship between both entities has theretore been
established. an cven closer hinkage on a more substantial level 1s sull highly
desirable.”

Yet the SP's profile remains clearly visible within this twotold strategy. and it can
sl ofter extra value as compared to the SAP in the following respects:” (1)1

profile as a think-tank and forum for regional cooperation enjoys particular political
authority, because «/f major donors (not just the EU) have a share in it (2yitoflersa
highly flexible forum and a framework which the SEE countries can use as players
and partners.

¢. it possesses a high potential for egional ownership: (3) in the sphere

of military security and regional disarmament. the SP's mandate goes hevond that ot

the SAP: and (4 the SPs “soltnature™ enables 1t to make contributions on politicaliy

new or sensitive ground (e.g. between the ditferent ethnic groups in Kosova)

Ihe danger of this strategy of fostering change by offering prospective kL
membership Lo the SEE countries, howeser. is that this momentum might be lostas
soon as cach state hy

firmiy joined the accession queue. A ready. the special

momentum stemming from the post-war desire 1o _:.,,.::.,::?.E:ca:_:__:_J:;:_n
short-term  compensation is close 1o heing exhausted.™ And donor support s
decreasing as the region is no longer particularly newsworthy. Given this situation. it
is important 1o focus even more on intensified regional cooperation and ownership.

Because of the strong ethnic. cultural. cconomic. religious and political differences

the region. the SPas probably unable o achicve its goal of stabihsing the fragile states
within the region on its own. Only by combining both the SPand the SAP can

sustamable development i SEE be secured
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3 The German conteibuion o the Stabilie Pact and the perspoctives
of development cooperation inthe recion

For Germany. 1hs Crucial to dabihise SEL permanentdy. and this s exphesthy stated in

eement between

high-ranking governmental documents, includmg the Coalition A

ners tthe CDUL CSU and SPD) datng from Non e
20052 The SP was itselt ¢

the Grand Coahition |

weenved while Germany held the EU Councll Presidency.

and the German Federal Government has made significant bilateral

contributions to the Pact over the last few vears.as well as transtern

amounts ol funds o
Stabilisin

on via the EU and other mternational vrganisations
¢ the stll somewhat fragile SEL states fits o well with the Germin

government’s comprehensive secunity concept, which unites aspects ot lore

security, economic and development policies. The responsibility for German activities
that take place under the Stability Pact is principally assigned to the Federal Mimstry
for Eeonomic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and the German Federal Forerzn
Office. BMZ is primarily responsible for cconomic reconstruction (WT ) and thus
administers by far the largest share of German SP funds. Through its main
development organisations. G T/ (providing Technical Coope ation) and KW
development bank (providing Financ

1 Cooperation). BMZ pursues a coherent and
multi-layered approach o SEE.In 2005 BM/Z defined three key arcas ol German

bilateral development cooperation with SE Uy fostering the cconomyand

employment: {2) supporting reforms in the admimistration and the judicial sector, and
(3) rehabilitating and expanding the public infrastructure.

Through GT7. German development cooperation in SEL has placed considerable
emphasis on developig and strengthening individual and institutional capacity
GTZ s services generally consist ob: (1) providimg adv isory services to mdinaduals.
organisations and institutions: (2) providing traming and other capacity devclopment
measures: and (3) extending financial support Lo partners through subsidy contracts
Way back in the carly 19905, G [/  on behalt of the German gosvernment  became

active 1 the region Naturallvom the immediate attermath ol the Kosovo war i 7994,

German development cooperation within the SP owas

st largely motvated by

constde 1 the

tions of foreign and seeurtty pohiey: not only was the regron directly

Hries most atlected
1ol Y
with natonal and local partners.,

LS own backy U Csermany wis also among those co

oslavia i

the retugee crisis feliow i Slormer Repu

betore the end of hos
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nattonw ide policy o support vouth. and the teachmy of principles and strategies ol

modern vouth work o mstruetors working for state and non-state actors 10

envisaged that as i neststep. these

(ructors will then be able w develop new vouth
programmes independently.

In the second major field of German development cooperation with SEE wncial
cooperation, the KIW development bank aims at mncreising imvestment in both

ceonomic and soctal inf

ructure. In cooperation w ith other donors. the bunk has.

for instance. been able to contribute to the improvement of living conditions. and to
support a return to sustainable cconomic growth withim the region. Fhe man arcas off
acuvity are microfinance and the promotion of small and medium-sized CRLCTPTISes a8
well as the banking sector. Together with the Luropean Ageney for Reconstruction
(EAR). for example. KW development bank is helping o reconstruct the Serbian
energy sector and the water seclors in Kosovo, Albania and Montenegro. ™

All German development efforts in SEE must be seen within the larger framework
of the Paris Declaration, which has so far been adopted by more than 120 countries.
international organisations and civil society organisations. in order to increase the
efficiency of today’s development cooperation. One of the most important stipulations
of this agreement is the call for more regional ownership of the development process.
Without such a takeover of responsibility by the respective partner countries. no
<ustainable development can be achieved. The concept of “jocal ownership”™ has. as
mentioned above. been one of the kev elements of German development cooperation
for many years. The SP itself, moreover. s also presently increasingly moving this
direction.

Yet some crucial challenges remain on the way o achieving lasting results from
development cooperation in SEE. The SPs successes in the area of coordinaung the
various donors from within the international community increase the danger that
political decisions might not bhe taken by the governments of some of the receiving
partner countries themselves. but that they are rather driven by interventions of
external pressure (e from the FU and the o wernational community). Regular
democratic changes of governmentin the different partner countries represent anothet

albeit rather structural and general limitation to the degree of effectveness ol

sustainable development assistance. For these often not only ent | u change ol
personnel at the pahincal Tevel. hut also at the level of Rey admuistration otheals
s, 10 turn, can sometimes make it more comphuated toachieve a continuiets and
coherent development cooperation process But of course. the latter phenomenon b
pormal part of any democratic process. Moreover. the SP has imomany cases managed
(o ensure remarkable smoothness and continuity 1 the cooperation process. ¢ e

durmg governmental transitens

o ser RS2 2 p

! Chpening g a ien Chapter Rovomf cnviorship

Sp0s marked @ stgnineant wrmng pomtan the i o ol the 5P s adonmstrativn

launched a regional ownership process in an eftort o merease the share vl bil-l
governments in itatves under the SP umbrella, Upon completion of this process
current estimates suggest this will be by carly 2008 the SPans present tormwill

coase Lo exist and will be replaced by a new framew ork for regional colliboration

called the Regional Cooperation Council (RCCy This new entity will unite
LINMIK)
and the mternational community. This should ensure that the unigue composition ol

representatives of Sk metuding the Umted Nations VMisston in Kosovo

the SP's Regional Table. where all countries participate on an equal footimg. s
maintained. The proposal aims at preserving the quality ol the regional cooperation
proces

es undertaken in recent years. Only if the benefiting countries are strongly
involved in the decision-making process can the legitimacy of the influence ol the sP
be secured, The Pacts decision-making procedures therefore incred ingly include the
South-East European Co-operation Process (SEECP). the “voice™ of SEE.

One of the objectives for progressing from the SP to the RCC is to streamline the
organisation. to make it more effective and o place 1L maore firmly into the framework
of regional ownership. ™ Against the background ol suli ! mited regional capacities.
here 1s a clear need for priont ation and focus on those areas of most cructal
mpo

ance to the development of the region " While the SP s currently workmg on
twenty -Hive different areas via task forees and secretarials located in the region, the
RCC will focus on just live priovity areas: cconomiv and social development:

mlrastructure. ustice and home alTarrs: security cooperation. building human capital

and parhamentary coeperation - an overarching supporting theme. ™" By increasimg
regional ownership. the weneral expectation is that the SEECP will play a central role
i supporting the RCC: both financially and polincallyIn order 1o seize this
opportunity. the Sk CP would be well advised to nonmate i strong polineal figure
from the region as Seeretary = soneral o ensure that the regronal cooperation process
moves 1 the nght direction
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